BALLARAT FIELD NATURALISTS! CLUB 


EXCURSION/NEWS SHEET = NOVEMBER 1977. 


President: Mr. G. Binns Ph. 323670 


Vice-Pres: Mr. L. Fink 861319 
Secretary: Miss H. Burgess 312210 
Treasurer; Mr. S. Reynolds 327721 


Meetings held in the Biology Section at 
the School of Mines, Lydiard St. Sth., 
unless otherwise stipulated. ( 8 p.m.) 


NEXT MEETING: 4th NOVEMBER Mr. R. Warnecke - "Mammais"”, 


MEETING: 2nd DECEMBER: 25th Anniversary Celebration of 
Ballarat Field Naturalists' Club. To be held at "Town and 
City Mission" Hall, Cnr. Main Rd. and Eureka Street at 8 
Pom. sharp. Speaker Mr. J. Wheeler —- "Breeding Birds of 
Port Phillip Bay". Visitors very welcome. Trading table 
and supper. 


EXCURSIONS: 6th NOVEMBER: 1.30 p.m. departure for Basalt 
Block, Daylesford. Leader Mr. J. McCormack. 

20th NOVEMBER: 9.30 a.m. departure from Crocker's Corner 

for Lerderderg Gorge - Leader Mr. Bill Murphy. 

4th DECEMBER: Pre-Christmas and 25th Anniversary Gelebration 
"Get-Together" at "Clarkedale", B.O.C, Block, Linton. 
Leaving Crockers 1.30 poem, es having early tea there, | 
Members and friends very welcome. 


VISIT TO SCHOOL OF FORESTRY, CRESWICK. 


Dicotyledons, monocotyledons, angiosperms, peduncales, 
whorls and perianths were just some of the intriguing 
tongueetwisters that introduced the enthusiastic group of 
Field Naturalist members at the School of Forestry to the 
understanding and enjoyment of plant classification, 

Reb Hateley, our speaker, explained the need for a 
key or code which enables the poor, frustrated researche 
wo work through a process of elimination and thus TAGn city 
a particular plant specimen, 


Several items were suggested as being extremely use- 
ful for those intending to devote lots of time to plant 
Classification: ~— 


A. 4 hand lens (x10) approx. $1.50. These are handy 
for rough field observations but are ungatisfactory 
for the more exacting work required at home. 

B. Plastic bags (the type you take when scrounging for 
cuttings) so that you can bring the plants home in 
a fresh condition, 

C. A home-made dissecting kit consisting of 2 needles, 
2 tweezers, 2 scapleps or razor blades. 

D. A plant press ~ a very simple and effective method 
is to use newspaper and corrugated cardboard kept 
taut with someone's trouser belt. 

If you win Tatts or are really keen you can purchases. 

B. A dissecting microscope. 

F, One or both volumes of Jim Willis' "Handbook to 
Piants in Victoria", which provides an excellent 
key for all plants in this region. 

Yolume asta the most useful is approximately $50! 


Rob Hateley made the valuable suggestion that the 
Siub apply for a permit which would allow individual 
members to collect specimens with the view to ultimately 
establishing an herbarium (a collection of pressed, 
elassified specimens). The herbarium at the School of 
Forestry is available to those wishing to conclusively 
yaerify their own classifications, 


Overall it was an extremely informative and enjoyable 
session which gave members the opportunity to gain in- 
sight into the structure of plants. With this knowledge 
they should be able to attempt plant classification with 
more confidence and hopefully, greater competence! 

Stuart Porteous, 


The Club wishes to express their pleasure 
that Stelia Bedggood and Esther McLenehan 
are making good progress following their 
recent hospitilization. 


DATES TO REMEMBER 1978. 


18th FEBRUARY: B.R.A.C.E. Lecture Programme - Howard 
Jarman ~ Bird Watching. Venue BRACE Building, East 
Street, Ballarat, 8 p.m. An excursion is planned 
for Sunday 19th February. 


PHOTOPLORA "78: Ballarat F.N.C. is sponsoring "Photoflora 
'78" on 20th March at North Technical School Hall at 
8 p.m. Entry forms are available from committee, for 
members interested in entering slides. fntries 
received from 18th January to ist February 1978. 


WoV.F.N.C.A. CAMP-OUT CASTLEMAINE-VAUGHAN SPRINGS AREA. 
22/23rd April. As Anzac day falls on the Tuesday 
after the week-end it will be necessary to make book-~ 
ings for Caravan Parks, Hotels or Moteis by the end 
of January. List available from committee members. 


W.V.F.N.C.A. CAMP-OUT hosted by Ballarat F.N.C. 21/22nda 
October, Further information-at a later date, 


CLUNES SWAMPS = MI. BECKWORTH REPORT, OCTOBER 9th. 


The morning advance party surveyed the state of both 
Middle Swamp and Merrin Merrin, and was able to report 
that the water level had receded to half the normal 
maximum level, Merrin Merrin being of depths not exceed 
ing 50 cm. Numbers of the large waders were Limited, 
with the exception cf the Straw Necked Ibis. Several 
Large flocks moved around the area during the day, 


it was pleasing to note again the presence of the 
Peregrine Falcon, and three otlier Raptores — Brown Palcon, 
Whistling Kite and Kestrel. Apart from the Little Raven, 
nesting was not in evidence but a varied listing was 
recorded: Black Swan, Shelduck, Mountain Duck, Grey Teal, 
Black Duck, Pied Stilt (two small flocks), Yellow Spoonbill, 
White Necked Heron, White Fronted Heron, Nankeen Night 
Heron {a fine male), Corella, Sulphur Crested Cockatoo, 
Galah, Red Backed Parrot, Yellow Faced Honeyeater, Swallow, 
Brown Songlark, Pipit, Magpie, Little Pied Cormorant, 


Magpie Lark. 
Br 


The afternoon excursion to Mt. Beckworth was well- 
attended and very worthwhile as Beckworth always is at 
this time of the year. This area, reserved by the 
Forests Commission, is precious to field naturalists 
beth for its flora and fauna, and particularly for the 
variety and abundance of orchids. The fragility of the 
environment from many aspects is of great concerm as any 
abuse could mean its destruction. There is a need for 
caution that the area is not over-used by people or 
motor traffic. 


The profusion of mauve Waxlips (Glossodia major) was 
the most striking feature, with numerous other orchids 
found in quite a small area - Greencomb Spider Orchids 
{Caladenia dilatata), Musk Orchid (C. angustata), Pink 
Fingers (C,. carnea, also the tiny variety pygmae). Many 
Diuris were in flower including Golden Moths (D. peduncu- 
tata), Many Sun Orchids were noted, still in bud, except 
for the cheerful little Rabbits' Ears (T. antennifera) 
trying hard to open despite the overcast conditions. 
Bearded Orchids were also in bud. Early Nancies (male 
and female), Milkmaids, Blue Squilis were plentiful, as 
well as the golden blooms of the Bulbine Lily. Tetratheca 
(Pink Belis) in an almost unequalled intensity of bloom 
added brilliant color with the Kennedya (Running Postman) 
providing rich splashes of scarlet. Beard Heath was stiil 
in flower and after Friday night's laboratory exercise 
everyone recognised Brachyloma daphnoides like an old 
friend. On the way home we detoured to see the Golden 
Sprays (Vimin aria juncea), a spectacular member of the 
pea family growing to tree height. 


The birding was also enjoyable with a number of nests 
found including a Willie Wagtail'ts nest with three eggs, 
Striated Thornbill's, Yellow-tailed Thornbill's and a 
Chough’s old nest. Three Golden Bronze Cuckoos were seen 
in courtship display. The list also included two Pallid 
Cuckoos, Rufous Whistler, Restless flycatcher, Grey Fan<- 
tail, Red Browed Finch and Black Faced Cuckoo Shrike. 


Margaret Rotheram and Greg. Binns. 


ON SALE. 
1978 Wildflower Calendars - $3.95 


"Wildflower" Greeting Cards, with envelope 
25¢ each. 


wy 


"Otway Childhood" by Miss M. D. White. $1.50. 
(vroceeds for Linton Block.) 


"Ballarat" Field Naturalists! Club Car 
Stickers. $1.50. 


Gould League Bird Posters. 75c. each. 


Booklet on "Appin" Camp-Out at Kerang 
by Mr. R. Allen. $1.00 


ISN'T THIS INTERESTING? 


in Central Australia there are no bees but there is 
a remarkable insect called the Honey Ant (Melophorus 
inflatus). Honey Ants live underground, usually in tne 
sandy loams where mulga forests flourish. These ants are 
some of the workers of the ant colony whose job it is to 
provide emergency food for fellow workers. To enable 
such ants to fulfil their mission in life they are so 
overfed that their abdomens swell to about the size of a 
marble, the walls becoming so transparent that the honey 
coliection is clearly visible. Their extended bodies 
make it very difficult for such ants to move about so they 
are usually found hanging in clusters from the roofs of 
the nests. When the need for extra food strikes other 
ants they come to their swolled fellows, stroke them 
gently and drops of the precious honey fall from them to 
be quickly devoured by the workers. The aborigines used to 
like digging out these nests, or rather the gins did, while 
the menfolk enjoyed the fruit of their labor. They would 
grasp the ant by the head, squeeze the abdomen and enjoy 
the delicious honey. This would be an experience worth 
trying if you were travelling through Central Australia 
wouldn't it? 


B®. MeLenehan,. 


CONCLUDING "A ikECOMMENDED NORTHERN ROUTE" 
(Part 1. October Issue.) 


Our natural camp at Innamincka by Cooper's Creek 
was beautifully green and our headquarters for 4 days. 


From here we visited many historical places, 
including Bourke's grave, Will's grave, IKting's Marker, 
The Dig Tree, Cullyanurra Waterhole, 95! deep permanent 
water, with its teeming birdlife and aboriginal etchings 
on the rocks, a day visiting Coongie Lakes, also a bird's 
paradise. Here were masses of Crotalaria cunninghamii, 
the green bird flower, loveiy little yellow portulaca 
and many others. wWe were lucky to see two bustards on 


this trip. 


Heading now for Birdsville we saw Eremophilas 
freelingii and macdonmellii and willsii, Calocephalus 
platycephaius, Minuria Lleptophylla, Solanum, Myrioceh- 
balus stuartii (poached egg daisy), Senico magnificus 
and a beautiful purple portalaca =~ Calandrinia balonensis, 
Phiictus exaitatus, P. macrocephalus etc. At Cordillo 
Downs we were able to view and photograph the massive 
old woolshed with its domed roof. The mud brick walls 
are at least 23 to 3 feet thick with massive buttresses 
aleng the walis which are hundreds of feet long. In the 
old days there were 120 stands here and the woolclip was 
carted 377 miles to the railhead at Farina by camel train- 
in 1891 more than 14,000 bales, Cordilio Downs changed 
to cattle in 1941. 


Highlights of the next days sightings were a flock — 
of letterwinged kites and six brolgas close by the road 
side. At Birdsville the Diamentina was teeming with 
birds - the usual Corellas in their thousands, pelicans, 
white faced herons, white necked herons, egrets, spoon- 
bills, many duck, kites etc. From here we took the 
Birdsville Track to Maree, then out to Muloorina Home- 
stead, from which we had a day trip to Lake Byre - 
beautiful, and still good water in it. Gorgeous littie 
brilliant Orange Chats and White-winged Wrens the high- 
lights here, also spotted a large goanna sunning itself 


on top of a tallish shrub. Wilpena our next stop, but 
few flowers, the area being extremely dry. 


Other plants I listed on the trip were Acacia 
georginae (gidgee), A. murryana (fine almost needle leaf); 
Cassia pleurocarpa, Psoralea patens, Pittosperum undul-~ 
atum, Burchardias ({milkmaids)., Unfortunately there were 
many I was unable to identify. I covered 2,918 miles 
altogether - more than 1,625 of these gravel, sand, 


gibber, etc., but a wonderful experience. 
Florence Williamson, 


NOTICE BOARD. 


Ballarat's Fisheries and Wildlife Officer, Mr. 

John Clements, has provided an information builetin 
board in his new "shop front" office in Main Road, 
opposite the Ballarat East Post Office. 

Mr, Clements has already displayed a number of 
notices for our ciub, and this service is mucno 
appreciated. 


| reac septinn 20neet 


EUCALYPTS: Relating to Mrs. Bedggood's Article in 
September Issue of News Sheet. 


Although most people recognize a eucalypt by its 
leaves and general appearance, it is the budecap which 
characterizes all members of this genus {eu-kalyptos 
means "well-covered"). The related Angophoras = common 
around Sydney and extending southwards into far east 
Gippsland = look very much like eucalypts, but their 
buds have no caps and are ribbed, and their adult leaves 


are opposite. 


FLOWER BUDS: At certain times of the year, these 
may be found at the extremities of the branches, and can 
help in identification, Every eucalypt bud has a cap 
(operculum) composed of fused petals and sometimes 
sepals also (making a double structure), This cap is 
shed in either one or two stages before the flower opens, 
and thus stamens, not petais, become the conspicuous 


part of the flower. 


FRUITS: After fertilization, the seeds mature in 
the fruit-capsule. This changes in shape as it develops 
from the bud calyx= tube into a form characteristic for 
@ach species. Capsules can aimost always be found on 
the tree or under it, and are usually the best clue for 
identification. Seeds may remain in a ripe capsule for 
years. 


REQUIEM FOR A RAINFOREST. 


From an Article by F,E.G. Harrap in The Bird Observer, 
September 1977. 


In November 1973, I moved to coastal N.S.W. just 
north of Wollongong. Prior to this, a holiday at 
Mallacoota had introduced me to Shady Gully and some of 
the rainforest birds and again near Port Macquarie, I 
had seen four of the rainforest pigeons. 


For the next year and a haif I prowled around the 
Royal National Park with its varied habitats of heathland, 
sandstone cliffs, mallee, swamp and patches of rainforest 
eilong the Port Hacking river and some of the neighbouring 
ereeks, Brown and Wonga pigeons again and that delight«— 
ful rainforest dweller, the Yellow-throated scriib-wren,. 
May 1975, brought a memorable weekend at Mt. Spec, just 
north of Townsville. Twenty-seven "new" birds that week= 
end largely due to the enthusiastic help of Mrs. Andree 
Griffin. So many highlights - the Golden and Tooth- 
billed bower birds, the Spotted cat-bird, Fern wren and 
the rainforest robins and thrushes, Northern logrunner 
and a magnificent male Victoria Rifle bird. 


Back to N.S.W. and then, quite by chance, IL found 
what I'd been looking for, an area of rainforest tucked 
in between the scarp and the Wollongong-Moss Vale raiiway 
tine. Little more than 10 kilometres as the raven flies 
from the Port Kembla steel works, Rainforest with palms 
and climbers, wallabies, treesnakes and hundreds of birds 
in sight of the taliest chinmey stack in Australia - or 
is it in the Southern Hemisphere? 


(To be continued). 


